For successful launching of the combined MD PhD program in the graduate schools of medicine in Korea, the following issues must be resolved as soon as possible: full scholarship support during the 7 year program, exemption from mandatory military service following graduation, official approval of PhD degree in the professional medical school, and introduction of the MD PhD combined degree program to laypersons. Therefore, I strongly urge Korean government to take time and determine the budget for nurturing MD PhD students to develop as biomedical leaders to bring national prosperity as well as world class scientists in the 21st century. 
